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The Order of 1934, while continuing these designations, introduced certain
changes as regards the authorities responsible for granting of licences
for the production of Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) milks, the
Minister of Health relinquishing his power to grant licences for these grades
of milk in favour of County and County Borough Councils.
When the Order of 1923 first became operative, many people were of
opinion that it would serve very little useful purpose and would benefit only
the favoured few who were able to put a small quantity of milk on the market,
such milk to be purchased by food fanatics and other faddists. It has been
found, however, that such criticism was without justification and that the
production of raw graded milk has served the very useful purpose of pro-
tecting and encouraging these enterprising dairy farmers who possess good,
healthy herds, modern cowsheds, and dairies, who produce milk in a
scientific manner, and who should therefore be entitled to a better market
than the careless producer who gives no thought to the manner in which his
milk is produced and handled. The production of such milk is not at present
compulsory but the Minister of Food has powers to enforce the sale, in
specified areas, of Certified, Tuberculin Tested Accredited, Pasteurised or
Sterilised Milks only. Any farmer who is sufficiently enterprising and who
wishes to sell raw milk as a designated product, can obtain a licence to
produce such milk, the conditions of which must be faithfully observed.
The Order of 1923 resulted in the fostering of a class of individuals possessing
enterprise and initiative who have set an example to their neighbours, with
subsequent benefit to the entire milk industry.
The fact that the production of graded milks was voluntary, coupled with
the fact that there was little public demand for the product, induced only a
very small proportion of the milk producers of the country to produce such
milk. The number of those producing raw, designated milks has, however,
gradually increased, and since extra financial aids were offered for the
production of such milks, there has been a sharp upward rise in the number
of raw, designated milk producers. In 1948, the total annual sales of
Tuberculin Tested milk amounted to 10 per cent, of milk produced in the
country, while Accredited milk accounted for a further 35 per cent. Twenty-
two per cent, of the Tuberculin Tested milk was sold by wholesalers. The
quantity of milk sold direct to the consumer under the designation *' Ac-
credited " is negligible, the bulk of this grade being either pasteurised or
mixed with other supplies. It is none the less true to state that by far the
greater number of licensed designated producers are marketing Accredited
milk. This is doubtless due to the fact that production of such milk does
not entail freeing the herd from tuberculosis, while provided the owner
possesses fair buildings and uses sound methods in handling the animals and
the milk after production, it is easily within his power to produce this grade.
The Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, revoked the two existing
Orders of 1923 and 1934. It had two main objects in view, as follows :
(1)  To transfer from the Minister to certain Local Authorities (County and
County Borough Councils) the duty of granting producers' licences for certain
types of graded milks (Tuberculin Tested and Accredited).
(2)  To improve and simplify the designations at present in force.
The Order of 1936 did little to solve the confusion arising from the
designations specified which are set out below.
(i) Tuberculin     Tested.       (Amalgamated     " Certified "     and    " Grade A